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should have found its place in the Foreign-office, my father,
OH his promotion, did not think it fitting to transfer a
business of so delicate a nature to another functionary, and
he contrived to correspond upon it with foreign courts in
his character of first minister. As his secretary I had been
privy to all the details, and I continued therefore to assist
him in the subsequent proceedings.

My father and myself materially differed as to the course
expedient to be pursued. He flattered himself that every-
thing might be brought about by negotiation, in which he
was, indeed, unrivalled ; and he often expatiated to me on
the evident impossibility of the king having recourse to
any other measures. For myself, when I remembered the
time that had already passed without in any way advancing
our desires, and believed, which I did firmly, that the con-
duct of the great Continental Powers in this comparatively
unimportant affair, was only an indication of their resolution
to promote the system on which they had based all the
European relations, I myself could not refrain from ex-
pressing a wish to adopt a very different and far more
earnest conduct.

In this state of affairs I was one day desired by my
father to attend him at a secret conference with the ambas-
sadors of the great Powers. My father flattered himself
that he might this day obtain his long-desired end ; and so
interested was the monarch in the progress, as well as the
result of our consultations, that he resolved to be present
himself, although incognito.

The scene of the conference was the same palace whither
my father had been summoned to receive the notification of
his appointment as first minister. I can well recall the
feelings with which, on the morning of the conference, I
repaired to the palace with my father. We were muf&ed
up in our pelisses, for the air was very sharp, but the sun
was not without influence, and shone with great brilliancy.
There are times when T ani influenced by a species of what